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“A terrific introduction to world politics; the most engaging and well-organized introductory text that

| have seen.” . .
—~RicHarD HErRrRMANN, Ohio State University
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A brief version of the best-selling comprehensive survey, International Relations presents the same approach
and coverage but in a streamlined and flexible format. From war and trade to human rights and the environ-
ment, this text is praised for being the most current introduction to international relations theory as well as
security, economic, and global issues. Applying a broad range of theoretical perspectives to help students
think critically about what is happening in the world today, International Relations, Brief Fifth Edition, is per-
fect for courses where multiple texts are assigned.
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The most up-to-date analysis of world affairs available in any introductory text helps students become
more informed of political, economic, and cultural events throughout the world and then go beyond the head-
lines to see the broader patterns in international relations. In addition to many new photos from the world's
hotspots and figures and tables with the latest data, the brief fifth edition covers the latest developments on
the economic recession and its effect around the globe; wars in Iraq and Afghanistan; elections in Pakistan
and Zimbabwe; Russia’s reemergence as a global power; the expansion of the European Union; the
International Criminal Court and Sudan; the controversy over China’s currency manipulation; ongoing concerns
over North Korea's and Iran’s nuclear weapons programs; political instability in Congo, Guinea, and Sudan;
and the future of the Guantanamo Bay detention facility.
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Increased integration of the three core principles—dominance, reciprocity, and identity—in the “Big
Picture” boxes, in 8 new “Big Picture” podcasts, and in every chapter help students focus on a set of key
ideas in IR and use them to interpret current events.

Revised theoretical chapters—Chapter 2, “Realist Theories,” and Chapter 3, “Liberal and Social
Theories"—now give equal time to the major schools of thought in international relations while further
exploring the core principles introduced in Chapter 1.
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Readings in International Relations pairs writings on international relations theory with writings on
current events to help students explore the relationship between concept and application.

Find a collection of learning tools at this book’s open-access companion website: www.IRtext.com.
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